
July 2019 Volume: 08

Westford MBA
International
immersion Program



Hanil Haridas
Co-Founder & Executive Director
Westford Education Group

Dear Readers,

2012 was a remarkable year as we commenced our first MBA 
batch from the   University of Wolverhampton and since 
then we have had 19 successful cohorts with more than 700 
successful students graduating from a cross section of 
industries across the globe representing diverse age 
groups, nationalities, experience, genre and management 
cadre.

As the world evolves rapidly a�ecting businesses, econo-
mies and industry, our academic programs have undergone 
a massive re-structuring as we have re-imagined method-
ologies for delivering meaningful and real-world relevant 
MBA modules. Our program is rich in context, slim in over-
all ‘timescale’& easily accessible to all. The experienced 
team of academicians and industry professionals serves to 
meet the requirements for helping the working executives 
to quicken their ‘learning curve’. 

It is our constant endeavor to meet the broader objectives of 
‘quality standards’, ‘on demand support’ and facilitate ‘ease 
of learning’ through our MBA programs, by presenting - ‘a 
conducive academic environment’, ‘staying cost e�ective 
and o�ering an internationally accredited program’. While 
attributes such as, ‘international study tours’, ‘blend 
culture, values, attitudes, new knowledge along with indus-
try visits’, ‘opportunity to network with co-participants and 
fellow peers’, ‘build life-long relationships with faculties ’ 
remain our strength.

Our ability to integrate two programs, spanning over a year 
helps professionals discover  several management 
concepts, the connect between theoretical & business 
paradigms presented in the form of case studies, team 
presentations, data driven lectures shared by industry & 
academic leaders along with promoting thought enabling 
‘theme-based’ seminars, group workshops,  exhibiting 
involvement in CSR& humanitarian activities, organizing 
leadership ‘boot camps’, group tours to some of the best 
hill- stations in South Asia, which aims at o�ering a holistic 
& culturally enriching experience to inculcate strong 
‘student– institutional’ bonding. 

To ensure that our students lead their domains successfully 
with greater responsibility and remain accountable for 
decisions in the future, we have structured a free & valuable 
session on ‘Business Analytics’ as part of our MBA o�ering, 
by partnering with Symbiosis Institute of Telecom Manage-
ment, under the Symbiosis International University, Pune.

As Elizabeth Warren sums it up beautifully ‘A good educa-
tion is the foundation for a better future’
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Kochi - an overabundance of scenic beauty and dramatic land-
scapes and extremely charismatic. Welcomed by heavy rain, the 
palm groves, green field, inland lakes and backwaters has enchant-
ed my visit. Well received at the airport, smoother immigration 
process and with the display of its rich heritage and culture 
throughout the Airport was a treat.

After travelling through long delayed multi destination flights, the 
sight-seeing during the transition from Kochi International Airport 
to University accommodation was a divine sanction and this place 
had some of the best sightings that kept me occupied.

Well received and greeted at the hotel (Holiday Inn, Kochi), special 
mention has to be given to Westford University College administra-
tion for organizing the boarding and lodging as well as looking after 
its students comfort. A cohort of 48 students from 20 di�erent 
countries, staying at the same hotel was an experience that I would 
cherish for years to come.

‘My First Week of MBA sessions at Westford University College’ - 
every working professional and student of the college, shared his life 
dreams and about his university life. It is the dream of every working 
professional to get admission in a university of high esteem that will 
contribute to his/her success. The much anticipated day had 
arrived, the beginning of the first week of an experience that had 
been in the back of my mind for many years, never really believing it 
would happen for one reason or another.

My main worry heading to college was whether or not I could make 
new friends, how will I adopt to being a student again, but because 
of the University Representatives, admin sta� and academic profes-
sors that help came during the day from the Orientation class, 
Interesting Lectures and numerous events that took place during 
the first week, making friends and understanding the course 
content had never been so easy.

The interactive & informative sessions, conducted by the experi-
enced university professors were interesting and well stimulated 
with the real-time world scenarios. The agenda and course content 
were well-drafted and well-executed. 

The food provided at the university during the study classes, intro-
duced us to “land of Spices".
You are full of so many opportunities, and quite frankly the academ-
ic experience was underrated. This university is huge, but you've 
never made me feel like just a number.

Thanks Westford, for being perfect. For being exactly what I needed. 
For teaching me so much both about the world and about myself. I 
will forever hold you near and dear to my heart.

My 'Westford MBA
International
Immersion Program'
trip  to Kochi, India Abdul Faheem, MBA Student

Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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Westford MBA
International Leadership
bootcamp @ Munnar
The main attraction of the Westford MBA International Immersion Program is the Leadership Boot Camp and visit 
to the scenic Munnar, located on the Eastern Ghats in the South Indian state of Kerala. The mountains are carpet-
ed with tea gardens which gives a heavenly feeling.

 The three day trip to Munnar is designed to cater to Leadership boot camp, Jeep trail and trekking to Kolukkuma-
lai which is 7000ft above the sea level. The 45 minutes Jeep trail through the tea gardens covering 19 hair pins and 
muddy road is a one o� experience. The jeep trail ends at the world’s highest organic tea factory at Kolukkumali 
on the Kerala - Tamil Nadu border where you get to enjoy the refreshing tea freshly made from the tea leaves 
processed in the factory. The local guide from the tea factory explained us the tea processing in detail (one of the 
fascinating discovery being the use of the conventional wooden blades in the manufacturing process).

The boot camp activities includes scavenger hunt, leadership games and loads of fun in the late evening camps 
around the bonfire. The early morning walks to witness the sunrise amidst the misty mountains is an experience 
not to be missed.



Louvre,
Abu Dhabi Visit
Westford University College Students 
“Real museums are places where Time is transformed into Space.” 
- Orhan Pamuk

Every country or city in the world has its own iconic structure that is unique and shapes a story around it. Like USA 
has the Statue of Liberty, India has the Taj Mahal, China has the Great Wall, Italy has the Leaning Tower of Pisa and 
so on. The UAE has two iconic structures - Burj Khalifa and Louvre Abu Dhabi that makes it  a top destination for 
tourists & gives both the cities a personality of their own. 

The students of Westford University College made their much-anticipated visit to the iconic museum ‘Louvre’ in 
Abu Dhabi. This visit was part of the student's curriculum to teach various aspects of design and business manage-
ment. The HND students from our Art & Design and Business Management were in complete awe of the place. 
They received a guided tour by the museum sta� that helped them understand various art forms, their origin, the 
value the artifacts held and a brief story of the artists. 
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Anthony Anston
HND - BABM

Chelsea Alexia D Sa
HND - BABM

Student
Interview

Working in Dubai Parks and Resorts has been the most adventurous job ever! We get to meet new people make 
new friends and learn about di�erent cultures from across the globe. I loved watching guests enjoy the moment to 
the core. Personally I can never get sick of the rides, the place and the vibes the park gave me. The whole park was 
like a family and it feels like a home away from home. My role was to assist the guests and provide them with a 
stress free experience. Even though it was tiring and managing a huge crowd was challenging, the energy at the 
park got me going every single day. The sta� has been the most helpful and an important part of my journey. I 
loved going back to their happy faces and enthusiastic energy which had become a part of me through those days.  
Overall the experience was by far the best.

internship
experience

Why did you choose to study at Westford University 
College?

I chose to study at Westford is that I was very intrigued by 
their unique dual certification BABM program. Not many 
universities have this specific course and this is the reason I 
was most drawn to this college. The modules are limited but 
very specific, also the special opportunity to attend the 
graduation ceremony in the UK.  

Which activities in the classroom do you enjoy the most?

The activities are several but they have many group activi-
ties during the class periods and these activities are very 
specific to the module. It really helps us to understand the 
module better so we can perform better in our assignments.  

How is Westford di�erent from other universities?

Westford is di�erent from other universities in terms of 
their fees structure. The fees in Westford is much more 
a�ordable than other universities and the environment is 
very comfortable to study in. The faculty is very approacha-
ble and it isn’t hard to get a meeting with the dean if 
required.

How would you describe the college atmos-
phere?

The college atmosphere is very calm and com-
fortable to study in. The faculty and most of the 
students are very friendly and open. Everyone is 
extremely friendly to be with and we really feel 
comfortable and this small and calm atmosphere 
allows us to focus on our studies even better. The 
campus is well maintained and clean at all times.  

How has your learning experience been so far?

The activities that they have during the specific 
modules are very informative and it also makes 
the module easier to understand while we do the 
group based activities. The presentations that 
have been introduced as the new rule in 2019 has 
been a real confidence booster for not only me 
but other students as well. We really get a chance 
to explore ourselves and what we're capable of 
and how we can handle ourselves while speaking 
Infront of a group of people. It also gives us a 
chance to socialize more with new people and get 
out of our comfort zone.
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The MBA program at Westford is the perfect solution for any busy professional looking to develop their business 
skills and accelerate their career. The program is carefully crafted to provide working professionals with an 
unparalleled academic, social, and professional growth experience. The program challenges students to reach the 
apex of their personal abilities by challenging them academically and professionally. The course content is inter-
esting, meaningful, and has clear applicability to the everyday work of mid-level to executive-level managers.

As an executive-level manager, I found the MBA to be the complete package. The adjusted schedule allowed me to 
maintain a demanding work schedule alongside a rigorous course load. The caliber of the instructors and the 
alignment of the content are exceptional, and the components exclusive to the MBA program, including the case 
studies and executive project, are major advantages. I measure the program’s value in not only my career growth, 
academic learning, and skills development, but also in the opportunities that Westford’s MBA program gave me to 
build meaningful, lifelong relationships with a group of like-minded professionals. 

As a manager in a Marketing environment, I am pleased with how the MBA program incorporated multiple 
perspectives and issues that are applicable to a variety of business environments. I think the entire program is 
very well designed and add tremendous value to my long-term career aspirations. I highly recommend the 
program and am proud to be an alumna.

MY MBA
EXPERIENCE
AT WESTFORD

I had not heard of Westford university college until a 
friend of mine recommended it to me.  I have to admit 
that my friend’s presence in the university was the 
first thing that attracted me to Westford as I felt 
assured that I would always have her around. Adapting 
to an entirely new environment can be a little daunting 
for anyone, however a known face was a big relief. The 
other key factor that attracted me was Westford's 
assessment structure and ‘No Exams’ strategy as I 
strongly believe that exams are more a test of memory 
than of intellect.   My friend told me that the faculty 
members are very helpful and supportive. When I 
visited Westford, the infrastructure and elegant 
interiors resonated with me and I felt that they were at 
par with any good British university.  These aspects 
made me enroll into Westford’s BABM program and 
my experience in Westford is worth every penny I 
paid. I would recommend it to anyone who is looking 
for an a�ordable and high quality bachelor's program.

BABM FRIENDS:
EXPERIENCE

Farheen Nadeem & Amina Bibi

Alumni Diaspora

Ms. Treesa Mondal
Area Manager Sales &
Key Accounts UAE and OMAN
ASSA ABLOY Global Solutions
Westford MBA
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Applying theory to practice -
Tuckman’s Team Development Model
“Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I remember. Involve me and I learn.” - Benjamin Franklin

One of the thing which students of Westford University College like the most are the “activity-based learning”. With this 
technique, the learners get to learn di�erent concepts and theories by putting them into practice. One such example is 
teaching “Tuckman’s Team Development Model.” For this activity, our HND students of the IKEA batch were segregated 
in teams and were given a task to make a utility product out of scrap items. The students did a fabulous job of making 
creative and innovative utility products. Here are a few pictures from the activity.

Based on this activity the teams had to relate and present the di�erent stages of Tuckman’s Team Development Model - 
Forming, Storming, Norming, Performing, and Adjourning. Each team presented how they met their teammates, the 
creative ideas that came out of brainstorming, the clash of opinions and finally all working together to finish the task in 
hand.
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MY daughter’s BABM
experience at Westford
Westford University College, Sharjah, in my 
opinion is one of the best places to acquire 
tertiary education in the UAE. A practical 
approach in teaching along with excellent 
academic feedback extended by the learned and 
qualified faculty members makes learning a 
pleasant experience for students of varied intel-
lectual capabilities. The institution remains very 
supportive in encouraging all students strive 
towards achieving academic excellence, while 
literally hand-holding and motivating weaker 
students by inculcating self-belief and helping 
them walk on the pathway to achieving greater 
academic heights.

My daughter Ms. Lakshmi Prasad is presently 
doing her BABM (Honors) at Westford. She has 
now completed the second year.

The method of teaching here is unique, and 
focuses more on group activities, case studies, 
and industry visits to various business units 
which provides  students with a real time expe-
rience of how businesses are operated. They also 
attend 'mock interview sessions', and other 
inter-collegiate activities which develops 
personality along with soft skills of students, 
enabling them to build confidence and perform 
well during interviews as well as in the actual 
real world circumstances outside. This tech-
nique of teaching methodology creates greater 
interest among students, apart from instilling 
in-depth understanding of various concepts and 
application based scenarios when learning 
several modules within the business manage-
ment program.

The degree o�ered carries global validity and is accepted in all geographic locations- from Canada, USA, UK, and 
Australia, which is an added advantage for the students.

The college practices 'diversity management' and has students from multiple nationalities, beliefs systems, and 
backgrounds, which develops great friendships, and creates an understanding of the various cultures along with 
mutual respect. The social skills developed in the college is really amazing and has added new persona to deal with 
life's ever demanding complexities.

My daughter had a dislike for mugging up and writing exams, followed in many other colleges. However she found 
the unique system of teaching and evaluation in Westford very attractive, and has started participating better. I am 
sure it was a very wise decision for my daughter to join this college.

I wish Westford University College greater successes in the years ahead.

K V Prasad
Father of Lakshmi Prasad 

(BABM Student)
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Heard on the street, that Japanese conglomerate SoftBank has invested $800 Mn on a UK based Fintech Firm – 
‘Greenstill’, which specializes in supply chain finance. It is remarkable how Fintech Firms grew rapidly to cater 
meeting all requirements including investing!

That brings us to recognize what does supply chain finance mean? – this activity primarily involves buying 
outstanding invoices from companies which are awaiting payment, while being re-packaged as debt to be sold o� 
to investors as ‘Bonds’. This sort of transaction assists organizations short on funds to get paid faster, while cash 
received is directed towards clearance of paying bondholders. There is only caveat out here - ‘market risk’ - which 
does not o�er any guarantee that an invoice shall get paid when it is due.

SoftBank’s $100 Million Vision Fund views a huge opportunity in UK Fintech Industry, as it bought 15-20% stakes 
in Greenstill, valued @ $3.5 billion pegging the valuation more than double its actual net worth, as compared to 
American Group, General Atlantic that owned stakes until last year , but all is not well at Greenstill, that found 
itself courting controversy owing to bad behavior as it put its Swiss Investment Manager GAM that looks after 
Greenstill Bonds in a spot as demand dragged down values considerably.

In the last few years SoftBank $100 Million Vision Fund has stayed invested in tech and mobility firms such as 
WeWork, DoorDash, Uber and is now scouting actively in the UK as it commits another round of $400 Million in 
British Digital Bank “OakNorth”. However, the political stando� and the trade-war rhetoric between US and China 
took a toll on Uber’s stocks,  that forms a significant portion of the Vision Fund investments, rallying below its 
prime performances driving investors anxious, as China readies its retaliatory stance of import tax hikes on US 
products and services. Bitten twice are ‘Brexit’ issues, which is yet another battle for companies like SoftBank to 
be wary o�.

As we continue to live and thrive in a connected environment, supply chain finance accounts for transactions 
worth US$ 55 trillion , placing Fintech companies to cover several markets as it connects consumer finance and 
payment gateway firms , which truly enhances the overall potential and valuations, attracting many firms like 
SoftBank to remain interested in backing fast-growth based organizations.

My Toastmasters
Experience Tamanna Siddique

HND - BABM

'Life is about learning new Skills', so being an 
active member of Westford Toastmasters Club 
has been an amazing experience for me. I 
began with a nervous mindset about the 
concept of Toastmasters and was confused 
about how this experience would be beneficial 
in the long run. I felt that finding answers to all 
these questions was challenging at the time as I 
had never attended a Toastmaster's event. But, 
as soon as I started attending the Toastmaster 
sessions, I realized it helped me immensely in 
building my confidence and overcoming my 
stage fright. The whole journey was about 
discovering my hidden capabilities and talent.

We were under the direct supervision and guidance of our 
president who helped us in shaping and structuring our 
speeches. Good communication skills are regarded as a much 
sought-after trait these days in order to excel in the corporate 
world. The ‘Table Topic’ speeches were really helpful as they 
made me think on my feet and sharpened my response mech-
anisms to o�er informed opinions & views within minutes 
when talking on any subject. Toastmaster's practical interac-
tions have prepared me for a rewarding corporate life ahead. 
As a member of Toastmasters, and through the numerous 
experiences gained, I was appointed as a Secretary for the 
Westford Toastmaster's Club, which as a journey turned out to 
be a great learning experience. I want to take this opportunity 
to thank my seniors for their continued support.  

SoftBank’s next destination - British Fintech
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"Fashion is very important. It is life-enhancing and, 
like everything that gives pleasure, it is worth doing 
well.” —Vivienne Westwood

Most people live under the impression that people who 
are keen on pursuing a fashion design degree want to 
be fashion designers. Yes, many fashion design 
students do become designers, however the trend has 
changed in the last decade. Students have started 
taking a keen interest in other associated career 
options as well. They are bravely venturing into 
professions such as retail, merchandizing, product 
development and marketing. Others get into fashion 
journalism, blogging, content writing, and a signifi-
cant number of students become fashion stylists and 
consultants.  

If you have an intense love for fashion and follow the 
current trends religiously then you have a career in 
styling waiting for you. Fashion stylists help people of 
all ages with their clothing and accessories. Apart 
from just being creative, a fashion stylist needs to 
possess a number of other attributes such as great 
communication and networking skills. In addition to 
working as a stylist for an entrepreneur, one can opt 
for freelancing or become a personal style consultant 
for a client. Magazines, digital media, and design 
books are always on a lookout for commercial stylists 
too. 

Interestingly, all these career options could be 
extremely rewarding and lucrative, but the first step is 
pursuing the right degree in fashion. 

Style is for everyone,
styling is not!
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With great pride, Westford University College (WUC) celebrated the graduation ceremony of the HND level 05 
Business learners of batch 2017-2018. On a day full of happiness, our very deserving graduates truly took centre 
stage in their regalias. The event commenced with an inspiring welcome note given by Mr. Zawahir Siddique- 
Head, UWol programs. His words on hard work, honesty and humility instilled those values that Westford has 
always stood for. He heartily congratulated the learners on their achievements and raised a note to proud family 
members and friends who joined in the celebration. Many of our graduates shared their experience and memora-
ble moments at Westford. They expressed their happiness on the achievement and thanked the entire Westford 
sta� for the year-long journey they embarked and support they received. The brief but very emotional run-down 
the memory lane soon burst into loops of selfies and group pictures. With wishes and regards exchanged for 
future endeavours, the graduates were addressed with a concluding note of thanks to all who doubled the joy on 
the day. 

"There is a good reason they call these ceremonies ' commencement exercises'. Graduation is not the end; it's the 
beginning." Orrin Hatch 

Graduation Ceremony
HND (Business) 2018-2019
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The International Yoga Day celebrated globally on 21st June every year, coincided with one of the days during the 
Westford International MBA Immersion tour to India. The celebration to mark this day was very special since we 
had a group of 48 students from twenty di�erent countries scheduled to go trekking on the top of a peak o� a 
beautiful hill station called Munnar in Kerala (widely known as “God’s own Country”).

On the way to the world’s highest organic tea plantation factory in Kolukkumalai, which is over 7000 feet above sea 
level, we had stopped over to assemble as a team to celebrate the International Yoga Day. The cultural diversity of 
the team and the breathtaking Mountain View in the background made the celebration special. The icing on the 
cake was when one of our students from Jordan lead the entire team to observe the yoga poses in a serene environ-
ment of tranquility. 

International
Yoga Day Celebration
on 21st June 2019
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Student
speaks

Bonventure Joshua Abiero
Vice President Claims 
Orient UNB Takaful PJSC, UAE.
 Westford MBA  |   Kenya National

I take this moment to thank you all! 

Enrolling at “Westford University College” for an Executive MBA program in International Business Manage-
ment was the best decision I made towards fulfilling the dream of my career progression. The awesome teach-
ing and learning experience conducted by professional and friendly professors is phenomenal! This made my 
learning experience very engaging and interesting since I had an opportunity to read, listen or watch again a 
lecture where I may have missed out something. An open door policy by the lecturers was another aspect of 
experiential learning method adopted at Westford.

The multicultural environment of students from di�erent countries made learning at Westford more engaging 
and interactive which in a way has yielded great intercultural intelligence and personal networking. The 
lessons learnt during my MBA course has enabled me to implement new strategies both in my professional 
career and personal life undertakings. With the tight schedule of life -work balance, Westford o�ered me a 
flexible weekend learning schedule that enabled me to attend leadership boot camp and onsite lectures at 
their campus.

The opportunity to travel to India for further research, team building at ‘munnar’ and industrial visit in one of 
the biggest automobile manufactures ‘TATA’ was a great experience one would never forget during the journey 
of pursuing MBA at Westford University College.

Finally, as Benjamin Franklin puts it “For the best return on your money, pour your purse into your head.”

Thank you Westford for helping me take the journey towards achieving my goals.

I was a recent Bachelor graduate from China, when I learnt about 
Westford MBA program. From the very 1st phone discussion I felt 
the sense of clear direction and professionalism, which pushed me 
to move to the UAE with great confidence. The school has programs 
that prepares graduates with no significant work experinece to be 
industry ready. I feel confident and ready for any challenge that will 
come my way. The assignments are designed to let out the best of us 
and teachers are available to help us through any di�culties. I 
personally like the fact that they were always there to push me to do 
more.

The lecturers are professionals and 
devoted towards a clear purpose 
make us better. The school provides a 
high standard of education as well as 
exceptional student support. I am 
very glad I made the decision to 
choose Westford as they largely 
contributed to my personal and 
professional development.

Ephraim Kotchi
Sales & Marketing
ATS International
Westford MBA
Ivorian national

Ivory Coast Story -
MBA Student
Experience
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Spain is a getaway dream. I have always loved Spain for its 
football clubs- Real Madrid and Barcelona, the exotic 
language and its beautiful location in the movie scenes, but all 
I have read and seen has not lived enough to justify the beauti-
ful land between the shores of the Mediterranean Sea and 
North Atlantic Ocean. Fortunately, the country was part of my 
recent Europe tour. Madrid was my first destination! 

Madrid is a beautiful modern structured city full of elegant 
boulevards, nature friendly parks, beautiful hotels that 
provides real value for money. I visited Royal Palace in the 
city, which is one of  Madrid’s top sites with remarkable archi-
tecture and antique treasures counting from Goya paintings 
to Stradivarius violins, suits of armor and royal crown collec-
tion. After exploring Madrid, the city of exotic beaches and 
vibrant aquatic clubs, Marbella, was my next destination. 
Marbella is just amazing with an endless list of excursions 
such as the rides on the chariot in the city, visiting the white 
washed building of the old city, the vintage cars parked on the 
streets mingled and the amazing culinary experience of the 
native cuisines. From Marbella I went across to Barcelona 
which is always ready and inviting for anyone wishing to 
explore the city. I decided to take a tour of Barcelona from all 
angles – I did a Big Bus tour, yacht cruise tour and enjoyed the 
helicopter tour as well. I visited the home of Barcelona Foot-
ball club, had a magnificent time exploring the State of the Art 
Chapel in Sagrada Familia, the vision of Gaudi. After such 
amazing days, I only wished to have more time to experience 
the beauty of Spain!

A Memorable Visit to Spain!!

Gamuchirai Yvonne Chimbganda
HND BABM Student
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Over 40 students with their friends and families attended the 
Convocation Ceremony held on the  29th of June for students 
who successfully completed their Post Graduate Diploma cours-
es. The certificates were awarded for five di�erent courses: 

■ PG Diploma in Healthcare Management  ■ PG Diploma in 
Supply Chain Management  ■ PG Diploma in Strategic Human 
Resource Management  ■ PG Diploma in Engineering Manage-
ment  ■ PG Diploma in Sales & Marketing

The program commenced with Ms. Divya Nair greeting and 
welcoming the students, their friends and families followed by a 
brief address by Prof. Zawahir Siddique.

After the certificates were awarded, some of the students shared 
their experiences on stage. It was a touching moment when one 
of the students, Mr. Christian shared about his motivation to do 
this course: “my fiance motivated me to pursue this course and 
during the final phase of the course, she passed away and I com-
pleted this course for her. She is not with me here, but she must 
be happy in heaven”. The entire audience applauded the love and 
determination and observed a minute of silent prayer with a 
standing ovation. The others shared their experiences on how 
the PG Diploma helped them enhance their career options.

The program ended with a photo session and professional 
networking.

PG Diploma Courses
Awarded by Ciq, UK

Convocation on
the 29th of June 2019
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My Dream Summer Destination

My ideal summer vacation is to go sea diving in the 
ocean. I enjoy the clear blue water and love swim-
ming with the fishes; touching them and enjoying 
the serene underwater beauty.  I would love to go to 
Salalah and stay in a nice hotel near the beach for a 
few days with my friends and make some amazing 
memories. 

Shivani Vakkiet  |  Westford BABM Student

Growing up and living in a single country in today's 
world is quite di�cult. Most of the people born in 
the 1990s and after prefer change. Living in the UAE 
for more than 20 years makes me want to go out 
and explore a di�erent country. One of the most 
beautiful places that I've always wanted to visit 
since I was a child in Paris. 

Johnson Pinto  |  Westford BABM Student

Whenever my wife and I are about to book our 
summer vacation.. we make sure we plan it very 
carefully keeping relaxation as a main objective to 
enjoy every moment.. we would like to visit Arme-
nia especially during summer time, it is one of the 
most detoxifying destinations so far.

Ramzi Abu Jreis  |  Westford MBA Student

My dream summer destination is Maldives. I would 
love to spend my time watching the perfect view 
with my family. Germany is another country I 
would love to visit.

Edmark Licarte  Evangelista
Westford MBA Student

My dream vacation would be a week by myself in 
Tahiti, one of the largest islands of French Polyne-
sia. A great highlight would be a trip to a pearl farm, 
where I could dive and harvest pearls from the 
exotic Pinctada Margaritifera oysters that inhabit 
these enchanting seas; a truly luxurious souvenir.

Aeron Victor Antonia  |  Westford BABM Studentt

"Goa is where I will be heading for my Dream 
summer vacation as its my elite choice for laze! The 
sun drenched beaches, the serenic churches, the 
relishing sea food, happening nightlife & festivals 
are all something to look forward to there."

Sayadha Safura  |  Westford  MBA Student
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Every year, a fresh batch of students are welcomed at Westford with a series of fascinating events as part of the 
Orientation Program before they embark on the Higher National Diploma awarded by Pearson, UK and a one year 
BABM Top up. Students and parents are greeted on day one and introduced to the state of the art premises 
followed by a detailed orientation on the journey ahead with Westford to fulfill their aspirations.

The team of academic and support sta� interact with the students and help them bond with their fellow students 
sharing their dreams and experiences. 

A two-month long soft skills program is designed for the students to prepare themselves before the scheduled 
course begins. The tailor-made onboarding program is designed in collaboration with team of experts from the 
industry and academia. The program is delivered by a good blend of in-house and external trainers. The skills 
acquired during the 8-week program include a wide spectrum of topics that include academic writing, public 
speaking, team building, self-branding, social media marketing and work-life balance. Apart from the classroom 
training, industry visits, sports and cultural activities are also included.

The 8-week orientation ends with a one week break before the course commences in September 2019.

westford BABM &
HND (Fashion) orientation
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As part of our placement e�orts, two of our BABM students have 
been placed with Kazakh Invest National Company for an intern-
ship. Mr. Ilya Urzakov (Head of Legal Representation, UAE o�ce 
of the Kazakh Invest National Company) was extremely 
impressed with the students of Westford University College 
during his visit to the campus for the “WeConnect” event. This 
internship will provide the students with the necessary corpo-
rate exposure and will make them gain experience in the area of 
market research and business development. This is a significant 
step by Westford University College to bridge the gap between 
industry and academia.

Industry-Academia
Partnership - Leading
the way for internship

Couple Story
Pursuing an MBA programme was one of our long-standing 
goals, which would help us expand our horizons in our existing 
careers and also leverage the same to benefit our international 
stint. Though Rakesh was slightly sceptical about the whole 
thing of completing MBA while juggling between our jobs and 
having to manage 2 young children at home, I was determined to 
give it a shot this year despite these concerns. I go by the motto 
‘if not now, then never’. After much thought and critical evalua-
tion of other colleges in the UAE, we finalised on the Westford 
MBA programme which was not only economical, but the 
timings were also very convenient for working professionals.

The learning experience we had through Westford MBA 
programme was immense and incredibly rewarding. It was 
structured so well with relevance to the current market condi-
tions and organizational concerns especially in relation to the 
Middle East. The key highlight of this programme for us was 
having a study buddy. We actually believe it is easier for couples 
to go through the Westford MBA experience at the same time, as 
you really understand the demands on your partner’s time in 
terms of academics. It is also great to share this experience with 
your partner, and one that we will always look back upon fondly. 
We highly recommend the Westford MBA programme to all 
couples who aspire to pursue an MBA because “Couples who 
study together, Stay together.”

Rakesh Thottan & Suny Varghese
Westford MBA 
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Zawahir Siddique
Academic Head,
University of
Wolverhampton
Programs

My journey with Westford has been a fascinating experience. 
I have thoroughly enjoyed the ups and downs. All the previ-
ous organizations I have worked in India, South Africa and 
Malaysia have been bigger in infrastructure, employee size 
and years of excellence. However, there is something more 
intoxicating at Westford that my tenure of six years with 
Westford is the longest in my career. 

Westford has been a professionally challenging organization 
that is young but refuses to remain static. The relentless 
vision to innovate and grow makes the workplace intellectu-
ally stimulating and professionally rewarding. The highly 
diverse student fraternity representing 108 nationalities 
across a broad spectrum of industries and domain expertise 
is an unbelievable accomplishment for an organization 
celebrating its first decade of successful journey. The more 
mysterious way to look at the diversity is that we have been 
fortunate to interact with a father and son in a classroom; 
daughter and father; and mother and two daughters in the 
same classroom; siblings (many cases including the family of 
four brothers choosing Westford as their destination for 
education) and many couples pursuing their academic 
dreams together and many more inspiring stories breaking 
all conventional boundaries in pursuit of knowledge and 
academic qualifications.

My most memorable experience with our students 
was the volunteering trip to Indonesia to spend over a 
week interacting and transferring skills with Tsunami 
a�ected orphaned children. We returned spiritually 
transformed.

The story of the exponential growth of this esteemed 
organization (conquering newer frontiers and 
constantly expanding geographical boundaries in 
building partnerships with Universities of interna-
tional repute as well as attracting students from 
across continents) is as fascinating as the story of the 
special human bond embedded in the organizational 
culture.

I spent the first 18 years of my life in this country and 
spent the next 23 outside UAE and then came back to 
the country where I grew up singing the national 
anthem of India and UAE in school. My first job in UAE 
is with Westford and I pray and I am most certain that 
this will also be my last job in UAE and that is how 
motivated, happy, content and grateful I am.

My journey with Westford has surely been a fascinat-
ing roller coaster ride!

Staff
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