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Dear Readers,

Time has really flown by so quickly, but it just 
seems like yesterday when this institution envi-
sioned of signing an important and successful 
Trans -Educational partnership agreement with 
Cardi� Metropolitan University to o�er its pres-
tigious MBA Programs in the UAE, back in 2012.  

Fast-forward and our very first MBA batch was 
rolled out in 2014. Today we are excited that over 
400+ successful and worthy students since have 
graduated from the ‘ranked’ University. This 
partnership has evolved further to reach a matu-
rity stage wherein Westford University College’s 
diploma programs are now being validated and 
accredited by Scottish Qualification Authority 
(SQA). Gaining due recognition from Cardi� Met-
ropolitan University to consider o�ering ‘exemp-
tions’ and a 5 day study block  learning opportu-
nity in the MBA Advanced Entry Programs in the 
UK.

We at Westford University College continue to 
remain humble and aspirational when chartering 
newer pathways by striving hard to create an 
‘excellent’ and ‘unparalleled reputation’ within 
the region and globally.  Currently we are invest-
ing in Africa, o�ering a cost e�ective and market 
driven educational services largely through dedi-
cated online platforms. This is to compliment the 
MBA Advanced Entry requirement of Cardi� 
Metropolitan University, given the huge upside 
potential to touch base with talented profession-
als eager to  fulfill their lifelong aspirations.  

It remains our constant endeavor to remain 
uncompromising on ‘quality standards’, ‘student 
satisfaction and learning experiences’, provide 
‘on demand support’ and facilitate ‘ease of learn-
ing’ approaches to benefit each professional 
when they enroll for our MBA programs. We 
strive towards creating ‘a conducive academic 
environment’, through our internationally 
accredited programs, that blends culture, diver-
sity, innovation, positive attitudes, and new 
knowledge o�ering. 
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Dr. Mukul Madahar
Associate Dean - International

Cardi� Metropolitan University, UK 

For the first time I had the opportunity to teach a father and a 
daughter being a part of the same cohort. Rachel Vassallo (the 
daughter) won the Neville Gaunt Prize for the best disserta-
tion of the year. The graduation ceremony, which took place 
in the Millennium Centre in Cardi� Bay was a celebration of 
the success of the students who successfully completed the 
journey. It was indeed a delightful and very proud moment for 
me and my colleagues at Cardi� Met. I wish all the graduates 
success and best wishes for their future endeavours. 

Last year saw over one hundred students 
progressing from Westford through MBA 
Advanced Entry at Cardi� Metropolitan 
University. The overall quality of students that 
we have seen progressing through Westford has 
always been good, which is visible in the 
success rate of these students. Majority of the 
students are working professionals holding 
middle/senior management positions across 
the middle east.  
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Visiting the Louvre Abu Dhabi was an amazing experi-
ence and a beautiful way of discovering the historical 
surprises from the past.  Learning about the history and 
culture of di�erent countries was an immensely insight-
ful experience. Just as a story book has chapters, the 
historical evidences in the Louvre were discovered in 
chapters. Each chapter had a story of their origins to 
their expansions. At Louvre the ambience was di�erent, 
it was like taking a walk-through history, seeing the 
early civilizations through a new lens. History spoke to 
us in many languages, it showed us art and cultures from 
all over the world and refreshed our minds. Every room 
was a surprise as the flooring of each room was made 
using di�erent materials like leather, marble and wood. 
There were sculptures and monuments that resem-
bled  each other but had a completely di�erent story. 

All religions were respected  and the beauty of every 
antique piece was kept alive through innovative 
display techniques. Contemporary art is the art of 
today and the future which has been influenced by 
people and di�erent cultures all around the world. A 
mix of di�erent artistic methods, concepts, materi-
als and subjects that challenged what is traditional is 
the essence of Louvre. It is diverse and unique, but 
not constrained by borders and religions. Speaks 
volumes through mundane objects.

“What is extraordinary about contemporary art is the 
energy - it has our energy. New energy. Pieces 
hundreds of years old are beautiful from an aesthetic 
point of view, but without our modern energy.” 
Victor Pinchuk

Inspiration and art can be born from anything and everything, you just have to look for it!

Westford’s ‘Fashion Design’ students
enchanted by Louvre Abu Dhabi: An
artistic and inspirational trip
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Inputs + Process = Bread

For students it’s always a joyous moment when a 
module is completed, and the icing on the cake is 
when the module ends with a field trip. Our Man-
agement and Operations HND class visited the 
BakeMart plant, a gourmet bread manufacturer 
and bakery solutions provider, second to none in 
the region. Located in the Emirate of Dubai, their 
business model incorporates mostly frozen bread 
for second tier customer use with some fully 
baked products specially requested by certain 
outlets.

In this visit, students witnessed how a real operation is 
run, from the planning and scheduling of inputs to the 
transformation process that’s responsible for a wide 
variety of finished and partially finished products, eventu-
ally filling the shelves of your neighborhood deli.  This is 
then sold to hotels, airlines and large grocery chains local-
ly and regionally with some products being shipped to the 
UK as well. Students were treated with a tour of the plant, 
but not before being served with a delicious batch of 
freshly baked croissants and danish from their viennoise-
rie delights and a hot drink of their choice.  What a great 
way to end learning!

Industry Visit - Bake Mart
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From a Spare, a Tandem and all the way to a Strike our 
extremely sporty students gave their best shot at the 
Dubai International Bowling Centre (DIBC) Alley on 10th 
July 2019. DIBC came alive with our squad in Red 
T-shirts. With 8 players in each team, the championship 
brought together 3 batches of our HND BABM students. 
“This was the best of all events we had. It was my first 
time at a bowling alley and I had a blast,” says Zainab 
Abbas (2018 batch). Westford’s 2019 Bowling Champion-
ship was a fun-filled and an outstanding game of Guts VS 
Gutters as some of our seasoned players and first-timers 
competed for the trophy; together. 4 teams made it to the 
semi-finals. “I can’t believe we made it to the semi-finals 
because this is the first time I am even playing this game. 
This is super exciting,” exclaimed Radhikka Parkash 
(2019 batch). 

Events like these that bring together batches is a great 
time for students to get to know each other and break the 
ice. Our students put up a great show with vigor, passion 
and team spirit. Two teams took away the trophy and 
medals with hoots and hurrahs filling the bowling alley. 
“Right now we feel on top of the world. This trophy looks 
gorgeous in our hands. Winning is a great feeling and we 
thank Westford for this opportunity,” said Aakash Patt 
(2017 batch) as he posed for the group picture. We 
congratulate all our players and a special note goes out 
to the winning teams. 

The Bowling Championship 2019
- Westford University College
14 Teams 112 Players   |  Guts VS Gutters
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WR4U (We Read For You) is an initiative to discuss and 
review books and articles and share ideas and 
thoughts among peers (Students and Faculty) at West-
ford University College. WR4U nurtures a culture to 
stimulate the pursuit of knowledge and enlightening 
each other in an environment filled with fun and 
entertainment. 

As a part of the two-month orientation program for 
the newly enrolled BABM Students,   WeRead4U on 
24th July 2019 was conducted by Zawahir Siddique. The 
inspiring story of Usain Bolt whose  electrifying energy 
that made him the fastest man on earth was shared 
through the pages of the autobiography  with the 
students at Westford University College Campus. The 
session was interactive and engaging, and not just a 
conventional book review exercise. 

A quiz on Usain Bolt with random members of the 
audience cracking the quiz and some of the questions 
revealing unbelievable answers set the tone to the 
excitement. One of the questions : “how many McD 
Chicken Nuggets did Bolt have before every race and 
training session at Beijing Olympics”, was a question 
that quizzed everyone in disbelief. Anyone who did not 
read the book (or researched on Bolt’s eating habits) 
would’nt believe that Usain Bolt consumed 1000 MCD 
Chicken Nuggets in 10 days at Beijing and atleast 10 
before every race because the legend could not adapt 
to Chinese food!

The session also included some contests like planks, 
pushups and other interactive activities to pep up the 
session to feel the energy and passion of Bolt beyond 
the book and some inspiring videos were also shared 
across the one-hour session. 

Usain Bolt’s two big sporting events beyond athletics 
(football and cricket) and how good he was in these 
were also shared. Post retirement in 2017, Bolt took 
over active professional football in Australia A-league. 
Inspiring moments and decisions like these motivaed 
his fans worldwide. The humble upbringing of Usain 
Bolt and how he lived with a heart and mind of a cham-
pion traveling around the world setting world records, 
were discussed and experienced in a very Usain Bolt 
style sporting atmsophere in a very special WeRead4U 
edition.

Every particpant made a pledge to accomplish a 
3-month goal (learninng a new sport or musical 
instrument, running a marathon, and so on) and the 
session ended with everyone in the auditorium posing 
for a signature pose of Usain Bolt in the same electrify-
ing and passionate way the legend lives his life!

We Read For You (WR4U)
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Over 40 Westfordians attended the Convocation Ceremony held on the 13th of July 2019, with their friends and 
families to receive their Post Graduate Diploma in International Business Management. 

The program commenced with Ms. Divya Nair greeting and welcoming the students, their friends and families 
followed by a brief address by Prof. Zawahir Siddique. The Co-founders of Westford Education Group, Mr. Hanil 
Das and Mr. Mashook Ali felicitated the students and conferred the certificates.

After the certificates were awarded, some of the students shared their experiences on stage. The program ended 
with a photo session followed by refreshments and networking. 

Convocation :
Extended Diploma in International
Business Management (EDIBM)
Awarded by Pearson Assured, UK
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Sreekanth Mohan

Licensed Aircraft
Maintenance Engineer - 

Etihad Airways

MBA - UoW  

Why did you choose to study at Westford University College?

Aysha: I chose to study at Westford University College because I found 
the environment friendly and the faculty members are very support-
ive. Westford has helped me with my coursework and has remained 
very supportive in every way. I would recommend Westford to whoev-
er is willing to take up challenges every day and would like to gain 
knowledge in a fun and engaging environment.

Which activities in the classroom do you enjoy the most?

Aysha: They make us do multiple activities in class to help us improve 
our presentation  and communication skills, which in turn helps us 
work in teams better. Westford also organizes fun events regularly for 
students which brings us together and helps us interact better with 
each other.

How is Westford di�erent from other universities?

Aysha: Westford has a very friendly environment, they provide engag-
ing  lectures, the faculty members are very supportive and treat us all 
equally.

How would you describe the college atmos-
phere?

Aysha: The atmosphere is friendly, and com-
fortable. The students can always sit and 
work in a peaceful environment and the 
teachers always available for help and guid-
ance.

How has your learning experience been so 
far?

Aysha: My learning experience has been great 
so far, I’ve had the opportunity to learn new 
things, and have made great friends. I'm glad I 
chose to join Westford because my experience 
has been excellent so far.

Why did Westford’s MBA program appeal to you?

Westford was recommended to me by many of my colleagues who had 
graduated from there. The reputation of the university, recognition, 
flexible schedules, and choice of courses o�ered were the factors that 
made me chose Westford.

In your opinion, does Westford o�er enough flexibility to maintain-
ing good work and study balance?

Being someone who works on rotating shifts and needs to travel, Westford’s learning schedule has given me flexibility 
to maintain work, study and family balance. The online class access is awesome, where in, I can connect from anywhere, 
and have live interaction with other learners and the professors. And the best part is the recorded sessions, which are 
so easy to access in case I miss any live sessions. 

Do you feel the diversity in the classroom enhances your overall learning experience?

Having learners from di�erent countries and from a wide range of professions, the interaction in classes and during 
presentations gives me a lot of new and prominent information about other functions  like marketing, finance, Human 
Resources, etc. It gives me a great overview of the business world. And in my case, my peer group has been very support-
ive. Everyone is there to help and guide you if needed. The professors and course administrators are really doing a great 
job. The responses to queries are always  fast and e�ective.

Has the MBA program helped you in applying skills and knowledge in your workplace?

Five months into the course, my approach to work has changed a lot in a positive way. The way I interact with other 
departments has improved, which has increased my confidence. I constantly challenge and push myself to continuously 
improve; having a deeper understanding of changes that occur in the business environment.

Do you feel an MBA degree is instrumental in staying competitive in today’s business landscape?

Without any doubt! With an MBA, the employee has exposure to managerial functions like marketing, finance, HR and 
operation, which is sought after by employers in today’s business world. It’s a big step for aspiring managers. One devel-
ops invaluable management skills. And to top it all up, it creates new entrepreneurs.

Student Interview
Aysha Khan 
HND - BABM student



Open Day @
Westford University College
Making a decision is di�cult especially a decision that will shape your life. When it comes to selecting a university 
or college it becomes even more di�cult. To make it easy for our prospective students, we arranged an Open Day 
at Westford University College on the 13th July 2019. The open day started with an orientation about the BABM and 
HND art & design programs and the benefits the students could gain from the “Graduate Plus” o�ering by West-
ford University College. Also, the prospective students heard all the reasons to join Westford from our current 
students and alumni. We are glad to inform that the students who attended the open day event are now part of the 
Westford family.

Book Review
Timeline by
Michael Crichton

The “Timeline” is a science fiction novel which tells the story 
of a group of history students who travel to medieval 14th 
century France to save their professor from a grave threat. 
Personally, reading this book was a very exciting and enjoya-
ble experience. There was suspense in every page I turned, 
and it kept me on my toes from start to finish. The mixture 
of adventure and sci-fi is an amazing combination of genres 
which the author was able to portray well. “Timeline” is one 
of the books I have read over a dozen times, and each time, 
it never fails to keep me interested and in full anticipation of 
what the next chapters hold.

Michael Crichton is an American author, screen-
play writer, producer and film director who was 
born on the 23rd of October 1942. From a young 
age Crichton showed  great passion for writing 
and had his first article named “The Sunset 
Crater” was published in The New York Times. 
Since then, he has gone on to produce great liter-
ary works in the genres of action, medical fiction, 
science fiction and thriller. Some of his great 
works include “The Andromeda Strain”, “Grave 
Descend” and “A Case of Need”. 

Sharon Samarasinghe
HND - BABM Student
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Asha Iyer

Asst. Manager -
Admissions

I joined Westford in March, 2013; and I can proudly say that, I have learnt a lot in these 7 years of my journey with 
Westford. I had limited experience in academia when I had joined Westford, but with the support and immense 
patience of my colleagues who answered each and every query that I put forward, I have been able to transform 
myself as a successful professional in the education industry. Westford provides immense opportunity for work-
ing professional who want to study and achieve their goals without compromising on the quality of education. The 
multi-cultural environment at Westford is one of a kind as the students and employees are from di�erent coun-
tries and ethnicities making Westford an inclusive place to further higher education.  I have always felt valued at 
Westford and I feel it is a unique privilege to work for an organization that puts students first. I wish Westford and 
my entire team a great future and wish to see all of us growing in the coming years.

My career journey
@ Westford

Internship
Experience @
Westford Muhammed Niyas

HND - BABM Student

I was always passionate for sports during my HND 
journey at Westford University College (WUC). My keen 
interest for sports motivated me to enquire with the 
management of WUC about the opportunities to 
engage in extra-curricular activities while studying. 
They guided me to actively participate in various 
events and also trusted me with the responsibilities to 
coordinate and conduct inter and intra-college events.  
We participated in numerous Inter -University compe-
titions and won in categories for Photography, Art and 
many more. This was the time when my e�orts were 
acknowledged and I received an o�er letter from WUC 
to pursue internship. This has been an enthralling 
journey for me! The management of the Institution 
encouraged me to gain experience in varied functions 
of the organization which enhanced my confidence, 
social skills and self-reliance skills to successfully 
implement all the activities within and outside the 
campus.

The internship with WUC gave me exposure and 
immense learning about the range of business 
domains such as sales, administration, sports and 
event management. I was fortunate enough to work 
under the guidance of our director, which tremen-
dously mitigated my apprehensions. The internship 
process taught me how to interact with people, 
address mass audience, deal with the customers as 
well  as to lead a team of students.  The journey with 
WUC has been truly wonderful!

I take this opportunity to thank Mr. Hanil Das, Mr. 
Zawahir Siddique, faculties and the administrators for 
guiding me in the best possible ways. Mr. Hanil Das, 
Director of WUC, through this internship has given me 
an opportunity which allowed me to test drive an 
amazing career journey equipping me with required 
skill sets and tools needed to have a successful future. 
Thank you Westford!
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Munich derived its name from the word Munichen 
meaning “by the monks”; the city o�ers impeccable 
combination of modern and old architecture. In 2018, 
the city was rated as the world’s most livable city and 
the top 3 city in the world to o�er high standard and 
quality of life.  I had the opportunity of travelling to 
Munich for work and my recent o�cial visit to Munich 
turned out to be the most amazing and enriching expe-
rience.  

Attended the mesmerizing “FWU Night”, jumped and 
shook my legs on the phenomenal live performance of 
the world famous Boyzone fame Ronan Keating- 
“When you say nothing at all”. Witnessing “BMW open 
by FWU” tennis final provided prospective, that 
watching any kind of sports in a euphoric environ-
ment can convert anyone into a sports fan. Munich is 
the house of many conglomerates like BMW, Siemens, 
Linde and Allianz.  

Grab spare moments to visit BMW Welt, it’s an exhibition center of BMW technology and design with an 800 KW 
solar plant on its roof, located within the vicinity of BMW factory and headquarters.  The people of Munich, be it 
the taxi driver or a pedestrian are warm and humble. The tulips on the street canvas a colorful sight of the city. 
Though, my short trip didn’t allow me to absorb the serenity of Munich completely, but motivated me enough to 
visit the global center of technology, art, business, tourism again.

A visit to the world’s
most livable city: Munich

Heena Patel  |  MBA - UoW 
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Westford University College is proud of Rachel 
Vassallo, who was awarded the “Neville Gaunt Prize” 
for the best dissertation of the year. Every year 
Cardi� Metropolitan University awards the best 
dissertation project with the “Neville Gaunt Prize” 
and this year it was, Rachel          v    vVassallo’s work 
and research that was recognized and awarded. 

Congratulations
Rachel!

Sibling Story

Muhammad Basit Raza & Muhammad Wasif Raza
MBA – UoW, Class of 2015

Education requires costly resources, like time and money, 
which are often hard to find. But those who do invest in 
these resources, often end up richer – not just because 
they often improve their financial situation, but because 
their minds are richer too. The same has been the case for 
Raza brothers, who despite the two years age di�erence, 
continued their pursuit for higher education together.

Basit Raza & Wasif Raza, the two brothers based out of 
Sharjah decided to strive for something that was never 
accomplished in their family before. The passion for higher 
education and the aspiration of going through an MBA 
program from a prestigious institution, led them to enroll 
with Westford University College in 2014.

"Both of us were the very first in the family to pursue an MBA program. This has been a special moment”, Basit said. It 
was not an easy decision given the fact that both the brothers have a fulltime job and a commitment like this warrants 
sheer dedication.

Wasif, now 30, works as a Wealth Sales Analyst for HSBC Bank in UAE. Having worked with the Bank for the last 8 years, 
it became quite apparent that broadening one’s knowledge horizon is crucial and instrumental for career progression. 
The objective of enrolling for Westford's MBA program was to get the right exposure which could potentially help us 
develop aspects of critical thinking, problem solving and at the end drive the business towards right direction".

On the other hand, Basit, who is now 32, has been working with HSBC group for the last 12 years. At the time of his enrol-
ment for MBA, Basit was working as Regional Product Manager in the Global Liquidity & Cash Management department 
for HSBC with responsibilities covering the entire Middle East & North Africa region including Turkey (MENAT).  "In 
order to move up the career ladder especially in the international business domain, an MBA becomes a must. Reason 
being, it completely separates you from the masses and assures the leadership team that you possess the right skill set 
to undertake an international assignment" said Basit.

"The entire MBA journey was filled with positive challenges, inquisitiveness and lots of learning. So, whether its juggling 
with work-life balance or sacrificing on the family time over weekend to complete assignments, both of us experienced 
it all however continued to motivate and push each other" said Wasif. "A lot of credit goes to Westford's faculty, who were 
there for us throughout to support and guide us on any doubts or clarifications". With the completion of the MBA 
program, Basit has now been promoted as Senior Product Manager for the Global Liquidity Cash Management team in 
HSBC group and has been transferred to the Toronto o�ce in Canada.

Wasif believes the MBA will also give him an edge as he continues to advance his career. “I hope to grow into a manage-
ment position within the next few years. I believe that having an MBA will help open doors toward new projects and 
opportunities".
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Caterpillar - Fighting Slowdown
& the Road Ahead - FY 2018 - 2025!
Caterpillar is the world’s lead-
ing manufacturer in construc-
tion and mining equipment, 
diesel, industrial, natural gas 
engines and diesel-electric 
locomotives, for over 90 years. 

As it strives towards charting a 
sustainable progress for driving 
a positive change globally 
Caterpillar has reported $54.7 
billion in total revenues in fiscal 
2018 across its four key revenue 
streams: 

(A) Construction Segment: $23.1 
billion in FY 2018 (42% of Total 
Revenues). Construction segment includes machinery in infrastructure, forestry and building construction. The 
bulk of its machine sales in this segment are in the heavy and general construction sector.

Higher expenses were additionally 
attributed towards higher manufactur-
ing costs and increased SGA and 
research & development expenses. 
However, operating profit for the quar-
ter increased to $2.2 billion, compared 
with $2.1 billion in Q1 (2018). Adjusted 
EPS expected for full-year 2019 is poised 
at $12.06 per share. Using this figurative 
guesstimate forward P/E ratio estimates 
indicates 12.7x variable, essentially driv-
ing a price point of $153 for Caterpillar’s 
shares to qualify investor / analyst 
expectation in meeting a 10% ROI plac-
ing it ahead of its current market price. 

Eventually a timely resolution to the 
Sino-American tit-for-tat trade conflict, 
a meltdown on US tax reforms should go 
a long way to lifting the ‘cloud that over-
hangs industrial sentiment’, given the 
momentum witnessed in pursuing 
infrastructure, residential and commer-
cial construction, railroad, mining, 
construction projects across China, 
Japan, India, South Korea, and Brazil. 

(B)  Resource Segment: $9.9 billion in FY 2018 (18% of Total Revenues). 
Resource Segment includes machinery used in mining, quarry and 
aggregates, heavy construction, waste and material handling appli-
cations.

(C) vEnergy & Transportation: $18.8 billion in FY 2018 (35% of Total 
Revenues). Energy & Transportation includes products and related 
parts used in oil and gas, power generation, marine, rail and indus-
trial applications. 

(D) Financial Products: $2.9 billion in FY 2018 (5% of Total Revenues). 
This segment includes Caterpillar Financial Services Corporation 
(Cat Financial), Caterpillar Insurance Holdings Inc. (Insurance 
Services) and their respective subsidiaries. 

Caterpillar's revenue has largely trended higher (y-o-y) basis over 
the recent quarters, growing from $14 billion in (Q2 2018) to $14.3 
billion in (Q4 2018).  The company recorded revenues of $13.5 billion 
in (Q1 2019), compared with $12.9 billion in the (Q1 2018), a 5% 
increase. 

Consensus estimates for the company’s revenues for the quarter are 
close to $14.5 billion, which indicate an increase of nearly 3.5% on a 
year-over-year basis while EPS is expected to grow by 10.6% to $3.12. 
Its total expenses are a worrying phenomenon higher over the recent 
quarters, increasing from $10.8 billion in Q1 2018 to $12.5 billion in Q4 
2018. This metric stood at $11.4 billion in Q1 2019, compared with 
$10.8 billion in the first quarter of 2018, a 5% increase with the 
current trade war straining relationships with China eating into 
fixed costs.  
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Firstly, many congratulations to the English cricket team for 
lifting the fifty over ICC Men's World Cup, ever in their 
cricketing history! Even after seven weeks of cricket, the 
game had to go to the super over stage to decide the winner. 
New Zealand had to score sixteen runs to cross the line but 
once again the super over drama went for a tie, and the 
English team won. “You are kidding me” this was the com-
mentary line repeatedly voiced by the former English Cap-
tain, Nazeer Husain. The cricketing atmosphere was at its 
best, fascinating and spectacular on that day!  

30,000 spectators who were inside the stadium would 
agree, ties are rare in one day cricket, but tie twice in a world 
cup final is extremely unlikely. Truly, it was a sensational 
passage of play. LORD’S, the honoured home of cricket, had 
never experienced anything like this before.  The English 
dream of winning the men's world cup became a reality after 
44 years.

The remarkable game of cricket was decided in 
an incomprehensible manner appeared harsh to 
New Zealand. It was hard to swallow for New 
Zealander. But, ICC felt that there was certain 
equitableness to counting boundaries to declare 
the world cup winners of 2019. The game theory 
also validates, counting the boundaries if a game 
would go a tie is a cricketing reality. Hence, 
England deserves the title. That’s how the game 
of cricket goes, and that’s why they say cricket is 
a funny game, anyone can beat anyone on their 
day.

Ben Stokes-thoroughly deserved his man of the 
match for the way he played in a high voltage 
pressure game. Westford University College 
wishes the English team all the very best for their 
Ashes 2019.

THE SUPER
OVER DRAMA



In the UAE, there are some noteworthy e-commerce and 
brick and mortar outlets that retail second-hand luxury 
fashion clothing and accessories. All the big names in the 
business such as Chanel, Louis Vuitton, Fendi, Dolce and 
Gabbana, Michael Kors, Kate Spade etc. can now be 
bought at a much lower cost in these stores. Some of the 
outlets that you could pay a visit to if you are a servant to 
luxury fashion but do not intend to break the bank are 
Luxury Closet, Retold, Bagatelle Boutique, Garderobe, The 
Closet, The Mode. Preloved fashion purchases are not just 
smart but also great for sustainability; a total win-win!!

Preloved luxury Fashion is
Redefining Consumption
Fashion consumption behavior has radically changed in the last two decades. The onset of fast fashion and the 
appetite of fashion consumers has pushed the fashion industry to produce huge quantities of fashion goods. 
Gone are the days when people purchased new clothes or accessories for an occasion. Today, impulse buying or 
retail therapy are the trends influencing consumer purchase behavior. Owning something new has become a 
yardstick to measuring happiness in some cases. 

For the rich and a�uent a�ording high end 
designer clothing and accessories has never 
been a challenge, however these items were a 
far-fetched dream for people with a limited 
budget, until, boutiques and retail stores selling 
“preloved” items began to appear and become 
popular. According to a report by Fashion 
United, a leading fashion website “The second-
hand market by 2022, is expected to generate 
some 400 billion US dollars, with fashion (appar-
el, footwear and accessories) leading the way.”
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My Toastmasters
Experience

Muhammed Ajmal 
HND - BABM Student 

I remember one day I was walking outside the classroom and having a co�ee, 
suddenly I heard someone call my name, I ran inside and said aloud “Ajmal pres-
ent”!  Soon after, I realized it wasn’t the attendance for the lecture, but they were 
collecting names for ‘The Toastmasters Demo Session’. I negotiated to cancel my 
name but when I saw my friends gave in their names as well I agreed to stay without any idea of what it’s all about. 

In the first session itself I got an overview of the toastmasters club. There were many interesting and engaging, 
humorous and inspirational speeches by di�erent toastmasters. In the “Table Topic” session, the audience were 
asked to speak for 2 mins on a random topic, and I heard my name for the second time on the same day! I had to 
speak about “My Memorable Day”, so I shared an experience I had with my friend’s couple of months ago. Person-
ally, I didn’t think much of my first impromptu speech, but what I didn’t expect was the applause, the encourage-
ment and the motivation I received from everyone in the auditorium including the seasoned Toastmasters. I didn’t 
know I could leave such an impression on the audience. That was the day I decided to be a part of Westford Toast-
masters Club. I felt it is a great opportunity to enhance and polish my speaking skills. 

Now as a part of the club, I suggest all my friends here at Westford to join the club, take part in debates, group 
discussions, speech plans and club roles. It’s one of the most entertaining way to explore ones communication and 
leadership skills. 


