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Dear Readers,

Come October and the world comes together to 
stand unified in spreading much needed aware-
ness and education along with supporting ‘fund 
raising activities’ for ongoing research, preven-
tion, diagnosis, treatment to fight breast cancer by 
o�ering free mammograms to uninsured patients. 
 It remained a moment of humility for each of us at 
the university last year. while promoting and 
discussing healthy living habits which can miti-
gate the cancer related risks among men and 
women, as we invited a cancer survivor to share 
her experience, ran hair donation camps among 
students, sought volunteering support and 
dressed up the University campus in Pink to 
showcase much needed love, care and empathy 
for those fighting this challenging ailment 
(disease).

The obvious need of the hour is driving social 
acceptance and developing transformative mind-
sets that demands governments, healthcare and 
academic institutions along with a large group of 
stakeholders to address and advocate the initial 
anxiety, shame, fear that causes delay in presenta-
tion on treatment by women during early stages of 
diagnosis that a�ects the chances of survival. 

It is our grounded belief that by creating su�cient 
knowledge on general breast heath, would lead to 
creating meaningful dialogue on signs, issues and 
symptoms, that help change approach, mentality 
and attitudes while accomplishing our noble 
intent and objectives. 

We are proud in championing the cause of creat-
ing - ‘a conducive academic environment’, 
through our numerous internationally accredited 
programs’,  that blends culture, diversity, innova-
tion, nurtures positive attitudes, while spreading 
awareness of globally relevant issues,  as we evolve 
our learning methodologies to o�er a platform for 
all our students, co-participants and fellow peers’,  
in ‘building life-long relationships with the insti-
tution’ as we continue to stay grounded and 
groom socially responsible leaders & citizens.
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For a student it is an emotional period to bid adieu to the place that 
taught the skills that are needed to be successful in life. In academia, 
this final day is termed as ‘Convocation’. It is a day where students are 
awarded their degree on completion of their course. Convocation is the 
culmination of all you've achieved during your time at Westford Univer-
sity College.

On 13th September 2019, the BABM students of Westford University 
College attended the convocation ceremony at the University of 
Wolverhampton in the UK. It was a memorable day for us to see our 
students adorn their regalia, hold their coveted degrees in their hands 
and carry the beautiful smiles on their faces. The day was a celebration 
to mark the hard work and diligence of the proud Westfordians. Now 
that our students have earned the status of Westford Alumni, we wish 
them the very best for their future endeavors. 

Convocation: Every end has
a new beginning 
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When it comes to achieving success, actions speak 
louder than words, connections, or opportunities. 
Think about the importance of your daily habits, for 
example. Do you run five miles every morning because 
you value being fit and healthy? Or is it your regular 
routine to watch three hours of television every night 
because you feel the need to escape? Without a doubt, 
what you achieve in life depends on your actions. 

On the 16th of September 2019, the Head of Dealer 
Development at Audi, Mr. Abdul Aziz Moolla addressed 
the BABM students at Westford University College. Mr. 
Moolla began the lecture by firstsharing with us his 
inspiring journey of  life and career. On this journey of 
his, he showed us how from working as a porter, a 
district sales manager he went through many other 
struggles he is now a senior manager at Audi.

He began the lecture by giving us a detailed SWOT 
analysis of Audi. He emphasized on what are the 
potential threats that they can face in the near future, 
what makes Audi di�erent from brands like BMW and 
Mercedes-Benz. Later, he went on to explain about the 
GAP analysis of Audi. He mentioned how premium 
companies like Audi make it their highest priority to 
determine whether business requirements are being 
met and, if not, what steps should be taken to ensure 
they are met successfully.

DAY WITH
a Business Leader

Mr. ABDUL AZIZ MOOLLA
Head of Dealer Development,

AUDI, Middle East

Ms. Khadija Begum
BABM Student

Following the lecture we moved on with the Q & A 
session. 

Mr. Moolla concluded the session with his motivation-
al story of how when he lost his father at a young age 
his family could not a�ord to pay for his higher educa-
tion and he had to work for their betterment. At the 
age of 40 Mr. Moolla is now pursuing his MBA from 
Westford University College. This just goes to show 
that successful and unsuccessful people do not vary 
greatly in their abilities. They vary in their desires to 
reach their potential. 

The MC for the day was Joshua Jacob, BABM First Year.

Gabriel Manansala, BABM First Year was in charge of 
introducing the speaker of the day. 
 Nausheen, BABM First Year gave the vote of thanks to 
Mr.Moolla for his wonderful lecture.
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Dr. Sara Al Madani was the distinguished speaker at 
the WE Talk event on 21st September 2019, held at 
Westford University College.  We Talk is an initiative by 
WUC to bring together the doers, the talkers and the 
dreamers of the world to explore and share their 
thoughts and ideas. Westford invites speakers and hear 
their cutting-edge ideas and inspiring stories and 
witness how creative leaders are made. 

Dr. Sara Al Madani is a well-known entrepreneur and 
keynote speaker.  In 2014, she was selected by His 
Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan Bin Mohammed Al Qassimi 
as a board member at Sharjah Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, making her the youngest on the board. In 
2017 Sara was selected to be on the board of the UAE 
SME Council in the ministry of economy of Dubai. Dr. 
Sara was inspired to start her own business at the age 
of 15. Dr. Sara shared her inspiring story of motivation 
and determination with the audience. Her talk can be 
considered as a master class in entrepreneurship, it 
inspired many young minds to think out of the box and 
never take “No” for an answer. Her energy was conta-
gious filling the auditorium with cheers and support. 
The talk was followed by a question and answer and 
photograph session where everyone wanted to be in a 
frame with Dr. Sara Al Madani.

We Talk - Dr. Sara Al Madani



Ms. Premi Mathew
Founder - Protect Your Mom

“Pester power” has long been used by major brands like Mc 
Donald’s who have traditionally targeted children to win the 
whole family. And that is exactly why “Protect your Mom-
Campaign targets students to sell breast cancer awareness. 

500000 lives are lost to breast cancer every year. Statistically 
one out of 8 ladies are at risk. Early detection could increase 
the survival rates to 95%.Mothers are usually too busy to 
check for lumps and early signs even if they are aware of the 
symptoms. Most of them ignore it till cancer spreads and 
becomes fatal. So the campaign  took an unusual route- 
through children

Protect your mom campaign was started to make the 
students pester their moms to check for lumps and early 
signs of breast cancer. The campaign targets students for 
three reasons.1.They grow up to be more informed adults 2. 
Mothers are unlikely to screen out kids unlike doctors and 
o�cial sources. 3. Students can be reached through social 
media at zero cost.

A number of schools and colleges have been 
organizing unusual events to create awareness 
about “self exams” instead of just going pink in 
October. Their social media pages and site 
www.protectyourmom.asia also has a collection 
of dances, songs and skits and stories of actual 
survivors to drive home the importance of early 
detection in a more interesting manner.  

Every event is held in schools and colleges 
educating an entire school at zero cost! The 
campaign was founded by Premi Mathew and 
has won national and international recognition 
in addition to being published in an internation-
al Marketing Journal. But the biggest achieve-
ment is that they have three actual stories of 
ladies who are alive just because their children 
pestered them.  Thanks to the campaign So be 
the next to “Protect your mom”

Can students play 
a role in reducing 
breast cancer
fatalities? 
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A Master’s in Business Administration (MBA) 
degree is one of the most sought-after degree 
courses globally. Currently, a wide range of 
career-oriented management programs is o�ered 
by a surfeit of reputed schools internationally of 
which several have their campuses in the UAE. 

I have always thought of achieving this degree, but 
a few questions stayed on the back of my mind 
such as "Will I be able to do it whilst I am working?", 
"What about my work-life-academics balance?", 
"After having 19yrs of industry exposure, would it 
be worth investing time and money?" "Which 
international university in the UAE would help me 
get an MBA  without having to travel?".

The answers obviously were clarified by Westford 
University College, Sharjah when I met their 
education counsellor. She gave me various options 
of globally recognized universities to chose from 
that would be suitable for working professionals 
like myself.

A decision was then made- I chose University of 
Wolverhampton, UK. The academics journey 
began in mid-2018 at Westford. Personally, 
in-class interactions and communication were 
important elements of my academic journey. 

The method of teaching here is unique and focuses 
more on group activities, case studies, and indus-
try visits to various business units which provides 
students with a real-time experience of how busi-
nesses are operated. They also attend ‘mock inter-
view sessions’, and other inter-collegiate activities 
which develops personality along with soft skills of 
students, enabling them to build confidence and 
perform well during interviews as well as in the 
actual real-world circumstances.

The degree o�ered carries global validity and is 
accepted in all geographic locations- from 
Canada, USA, UK, and Australia, which is an added 
advantage for the students.

The college practices ‘diversity management’ and 
has students from multiple nationalities, belief 
systems, and backgrounds, which develops great 
friendships, and creates an understanding of the 
various cultures along with mutual respect. The 
social skills developed in the college is amazing 
and has added a new persona to deal with life’s 
ever-demanding complexities.

It was a great learning experience!! A term of the MBA leg 
was also conducted for 02 weeks in scenic god’s own 
country - Munnar Kerala that left a speechless and mes-
merizing academic experience. In 2019 I finally graduat-
ed with a distinction and got an opportunity to attend the 
graduation ceremony in Wolverhampton, UK.

My journey with Westford University College has been 
great so far! The Institution takes immense responsibili-
ty for assisting the working professionals while they 
study here. The opportunities explored through West-
ford are worth an investment in the Institution and your 
career path. 

Thank you, Westford!!

MY MBA EXPERIENCE

Mr. Rohan R Bhavsar
MBA - University of  Wolverhampton 
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Class outings are the new additions to the fashion design class, and I was quite excited about our very first 
outing. The visit to the watch and jewelry exhibition at Expo Centre Sharjah justified all the excitement we had 
felt when the visit had been announced. We got an opportunity to interact with several exhibitors who were 
catering to di�erent types of jewelry lovers. There were many collections on display, of which most were quite 
unique. From perfume bottles made entirely out of precious stones like amethyst to dragons……. yes!! you read 
that right, dragons, carved entirely out of Agate, they had it all. We even had the chance to see a lot of innovative 
ideas brought to life by skilled artisans.  Each piece of jewelry was quite literally, a piece of art. The trip also 
proved to be a great bonding experience, complete with memories I’m sure all of us will cherish.

Watch & Jewellery Exhibition,

Jewellery is about memories, emotions, messages and so much more…

Ms. Afrah Gafoor
HND  Art & Design -

Fashion

Expo Center Sharjah
Westfordians
adding their Spark!
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What were the motivational factors that drove the 
choice towards selecting our online program?
I have always desired pursuing higher education. 
Having been in the workforce for several years the 
choice of combining studying for a post-graduate 
degree with a 9  to 5 can be daunting but taking a couple 
of years o� from my career to return to a full-time 
on-campus learning experience has never been an 
option.  Fortunately, with the current advancements in 
educational technology,  the option of virtual learning 
empowers professionals like me with already estab-
lished careers,  and family responsibilities to have the 
best of both worlds,  hence the decision to enroll in the 
online program.

Did you benefit from classroom engagement and 
cross-cultural diversity?
Coursework during this online MBA deliberately brings 
together classmates to work towards a common goal. 
Being part of a cross-cultural class teaches key skills 
the are in great demand in today’s workplace. When 
you have meaningful discussions and participate in 
projects with international students, you are naturally 
exposed to fresh ideas, unique perspectives, and ways 
of doing business in di�erent cultures. Being part of a 
global learning community, I have been opportune to 
network, build strong bonds with students in other 
parts of the world and understand key business 
concepts from a global perspective. 

How would you compare between traditional learning 
and online delivery methods?
Traditional learning mostly focuses on classroom 
education. It is restricted to a certain time limit and a 
location. You need to attend the classes to join the 
group discussions, and to attend all the group activities 
designed to promote your education. However, with 
online delivery methods, a student does not have to go 
through all these. It is much more flexible. A student 
has the flexibility of choosing a preferred location 
either at home, work or any other convenient location 
to attend lectures. E-learning is more user-friendly. It 
is designed to o�er the maximum flexibility to the users 
without compromising on the quality of the education. 
Online learning also saves time and resources you 
spend commuting to traditional classrooms.  From an 
environmental perspective e-learning is also much 
better for the planet in terms of reducing thecarbon 
footprint. E-learning eradicates the use of paper, pens, 
projectors, whiteboards and other physical objects 
required for use to deliver a physical study program.

Rate the technological compatibility in enhancing 
your learning experience
Usability is the basic parameter for the evaluation of 
e-learning technologies and systems.  The technology 
utilized via this Online MBA program is very 
user-friendly. The technology has ensured I synchro-
nize with modern learners.  Currently , education is 
about collaborating with others, critical thinking, 
developing di�erent forms of communication skill 
(written and oral), improving motivation and produc-
tivity, maintaining proper online etiquettes, writing 
emails and much more. These are skills I also have 
developed or improved upon via this e-learning 
program. Core skills that are essential for the 21st 
century.

MBA student voice

Mr. Darego T Fubara
MBA in International Business - UCAM 
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We, the HND Art and Design students for this module 
Fashion and Textile practices dived into the history of 
di�erent techniques and processes of textile manufac-
ture from 500 years ago to the modern and developed 
techniques of the 21st century being used in the fashion 
industry,

We went on a world trip whilst still being in our class-
rooms, by learning about how each fabric or textile had 
originated from di�erent places, cultures and how it 
pays homage to the same. Through the weeks we 
sketched and designed multiple garments that had orig-
inated from di�erent countries such as Egypt, Africa, 
di�erent eras such as the ‘’Victorian era’’, di�erent 
movements like the ‘’Hippie Movement’’ and di�erent 
social issues such as ‘’cross-dressing’’ and “plus size 
models” in fashion.

We gained knowledge about the technical side of textiles 
such as the weaves, textures and the manufacturing 
processes. The next step was understanding the 5 
elements of design: Balance, emphasis, proportion, 
repetition and rhythm. The importance of each is huge 
as it plays a big role in designing any garment. Also, we 
learned how colours play an important role; they have a 
language of their own. All in all, this module has built a 
solid base in our long journey of becoming successful 
designers in the fashion world.

“Textiles tell
the story of
who we are” Ms. Arwa Mufaddal Piplodwala

HND Art & Design - Fashion 
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I am an MBA student with Westford University 
College (WUC) and, a successful Banker with 
Ecobank Nigeria Limited, one of the top financial 
institutions in Nigeria. I graduated few years back 
from a University in Nigeria, got married and devot-
ed my time in raising kids. With work and ambition 
for a growing career, maintaining a work life balance 
eventually became challenging. Responsibilities at 
the personal front restricted me to pursue my desire 
for higher education. Still with keen interest to work 
on my self-development, I took several short cours-
es. But the thirst for an a�ordable and accredited 
degree kept evolving. 

While I was on my pursuit to explore the best 
a�ordable option, accredited degree facilitated 
through online platform became my priority. I knew 
that online program would give me the required 
flexibility that I have been looking for in my life. 
Finally, I learnt about Westford University College 
from a friend. I was convinced that the college aimed 
at providing prestigious MBA degree a�liated with 
the Universities in UK. The institution as well 
specialized in all attributes like flexibility, a�ordabil-
ity, online platform, accreditation to name a few 
which have been dominating my checklist for a long 
time now.

To commence my journey with WUC, I enrolled for 
short term Post Graduate Diploma in Strategic 
Human Resources Management with the duration of 
three months.  During the course, I enjoyed the 
classes through virtual platform which facilitated 
strong interaction with professors, done via Learn-
ing Management System (LMS) in Westford. Smooth 
delivery of the course sparked my interest to explore 
higher degree program with them.

Hence, post successful completion of PG Diploma, I 
was determined to enroll for MBA program. Present-
ly, I am pursuing my studies and am proud of my 
decision. Its flexibility is a great advantage for work-
ing mothers like me. Moreover, the diverse culture at 
WUC o�ers immense networking opportunities 
which prove to be a big asset for exploring leadership 
roles in future. Students with diverse experience add 
to the learning curve within the classroom. 

My journey with Westford University College has 
been great so far! The Institution takes immense 
responsibility for assisting the working professionals 
while they study here. The opportunities explored 
through WUC are worth an investment in the Institu-
tion. That is why; I never fail to recommend the 
school to my fellows in Nigeria at any given opportu-
nity!

Thank you Westford!

MY ONLINE MBA
EXPERIENCE

Ms. Blessing Chekwube Ugwueze
MBA - CMU
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ALUMNI DIASPORAALUMNI DIASPORA
Enlightening, challenging  and    inspiring. These are but 
some of the words that would describe my experience at 
Westford University College as an MBA student.  Westford 
 has always had a renowned reputation and the professors 
whom I’ve encountered during my MBA certainly reflect-
ed the high standards I was  expecteding. 

The encouragement by professors to think out of the box 
and to challenge the existing academic ideas help provoke 
the intellectual stimulation necessary. The opportunities 
for interaction with classmates from all over the world 
also provided a holistic educational experience, while the 
modules o�ered. In various subjects, present an opportu-
nity for a well-rounded understanding in the related field 
of study.  I'd been out of education for a long time, so it was 
quite daunting coming back into college, but I very quickly 
settled into the rhythm of it all. Balancing work & my 
studies was challenging at times, but so rewarding.

 I am still so grateful for my time at Westford University 
College and the knowledge, experience and confidence it 
gave me when it came to my career - I'd definitely recom-
mend studying here, the opportunities you can gain are 
fantastic!

I completed my Bachelor of Engineering in 2009 
and ventured into the world of challenges and 
uncertainties. Amongst all the uncertainties of life, 
one thing was certain that I wanted to pursue an 
MBA and from a reputed university. In 2018, West-
ford gave me the opportunity to study from the 
University of Wolverhampton, and I embarked on 
my journey to realize my dreams. After sixteen 
months of hard work, I finally achieved an MBA 
from the University of Wolverhampton, in July. 
From the onset of the course I was extremely keen 
on attending the graduation ceremony in the UK as 
I had been waiting to wear the graduating robe and 
fling my hat in the air with my fellow mates since I 
was a little girl. 

It was an amazing feeling to be in Wolverhampton, 
the city of my Alma mater. I was surprised by the 
elaborate arrangements made by the university for 
the ceremony, the event was meticulously planned 
and extremely well organized. 

The grand theatre where the graduation ceremony was to 
take place was buzzing with students in their regalia and 
camera flashes with everyone trying to capture the best 
moment of their lives. The ceremony started right on time 
with the academic heads marching up the podium; which 
was a sight in itself. We were addressed by the Vice Chan-
cellor who enlightened us with some words of wisdom and 
extended his support for our future endeavors. Soon the 
conferring of the degrees began and as we stomped up the 
stage that very moment marked the fulfillment of a lifelong 
dream and our happiness was obvious on our faces. 

As the day gradually ended, it was time to bid adios to the 
university that we were a part of for the past couple of 
months, it was a heavy feeling but our hearts were content 
that we graduated from a fine university and felt ever 
grateful towards Westford for assisting us in fulfilling our 
lifelong aspiration, right here in Dubai.

my Graduation
Story Ms. Urvashi  Barwa

MBA - University of 
Wolverhampton 

Ms. Riham Zackaria
Senior Marketing Supervisor  |  Marriott

MBA - CMU
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Life of a working student:
Online course is a
a boon!

Mr. Bivin Biju Thomas
HND-BABM Student

Studies have shown that 70% of student’s are 
stressed out due to financial struggles. Hence, 
80% of them start searching for part-time jobs to 
manage their finances such as college fees, daily 
expenses and others. This is what influenced me 
to look for a job. Finding a right job is not easy, 
even though there are many recruitment agen-
cies and websites that will help in the process, 
it’s still very hard to find the right one that suits 
your interest. One’s support systems like 
parents, friends, relatives, and relationships can 
also play a major role in your job search. My dad 
came across an opening at FedEx and suggested 
me to send in my application. After 2 months of 
intense preparation, I was highly confident and 
enthusiastic for the upcoming  interview, the 
first 5 questions went well but I couldn't get the 
last 2 questions right. Quite honestly, this inter-
view was the hardest one I ever attended. Such 
organizations don't select candidates according 
to their grades, they do an intense evaluation of 
once IQ, EQ, and their attributes, making sure 
they hire the right people for the right job. In my 
case I lost complete hope, then after 3 weeks, I 
got a call from the interviewer saying I got 
selected and can collect my o�er letter.

Currently, I work as a Customs Clearance Clerk which involves the preparation of Customs documentation to 
ensure that any shipment either imported or exported meets all applicable laws so that entry or export can 
occur. The job of the Customs Clearance Clerk is a very important role within Shipping & Logistics and can 
provide the perfect stepping stone to other senior roles within the industry. I am involved in calculating and 
processing duties and taxes to be paid and may be required to sign documents under a Power of Attorney on 
behalf of clients. Jobs in customs are very rewarding and o�ers a unique opportunity to understand the import 
and export sector from a legal perspective. 

Balancing work and studies is quite challenging, honestly one can easily loose interest in education once you 
start working. Therefore, it takes a lot of commitment and passion to enroll for courses that can add value to 
your professional career. Di�erent people have di�erent working hours, hence it’s all about finding time to 
balance both work and studies. In my case, I work from Saturday to Thursday from 8 am to 5 pm. Hence, online 
classes from Westford university is the best option as it's from 7:30 PM -9:30 PM on every Sunday and Tuesday.



If you’re curiously reading this, you are probably consid-
ering doing an MBA. Your research of universities online 
can be daunting, and you ask yourself “is an MBA really 
worth it”? Being a recent MBA graduate in my mid 40’s, I 
might just be able to throw some light on the benefits of 
doing an MBA.  Listed below are the top 5 benefits of my 
Westford MBA experience.

TOP 5 BENEFITS
FROM MY MBA
EXPERIENCE

1. Transferable Skills
An MBA program as we all know relates to finance and 
business and the modules taught gives you an insight into 
various business functions. From acquiring specialised 
knowledge on managing a business, to improving one’s 
leadership skills, an MBA can equip you with the right 
skill sets. These skills are useful in analysing data to make 
the right decisions in your business and yes, it gives you 
the confidence to take business related decisions. Flexible 
format of learning is an option, so don’t quit your Job! A 
flexible MBA that fits around your career, and gives you 
the same credits as that of a full- time MBA was one of 
first reasons why I chose to pursue this path. The part- 
time study option at Westford was the answer to this. Not 
only can you finance your studies but also implement 
practices into workplace almost immediately. Not to 
mention the networking opportunities with classmates 
who are also from di�erent levels of management and 
decision making.

2. Credibility for work experience
The Bachelor’s degree that I completed after high school 
was in a di�erent field of study, and midcareer I was left 
wondering if I should be doing something di�erent. When 
I set my foot into management jobs, I knew it was not 
rocket science. So, after working 16 years in ope ations 
and management I needed a qualification to bring credi-
bility to my work and an MBA was my best option. If you 
are considering a career change this qualification can 
exceed all other and can be an evidence of your proficien-
cy in the subject.

3. Personal Growth
If you are someone who invests in personal growth, 
then building your confidence and attaining prob-
lem-solving skills and leadership skills are vital 
qualities you want to build on. More and more 
companies are seeking professionals who update 
their skills continually. It’s easy to get stagnant and 
comfortable where you are. Push yourself a bit and 
you won’t regret it. An MBA could also improve 
your chances of earning a promotion without a 
doubt.

4. Boost the earning potential
Higher employment rate is another benefit. At a 
time when companies are cutting down on sta� 
due to the financial crisis, chances are that they will 
retain the most qualified sta�. An MBA degree is 
largely held in high respect in the business world. 
Perhaps the most practical benefit of an MBA is 
that it has help me increase my income.

5. Flame the Entrepreneurship spirit
Starting a business on my own was always a dream; 
which means I needed the skill not only to run the 
business but also to motivate the workforce. Both 
of which I learned from this degree. Of course, 
many people start businesses without an MBA and 
if you’re wondering if it’s worth the time and 
money then remember that despite its undeniable 
high costs, it can positively motivate you and keep 
the enthusiasm going strong.

About the Author
Michelle Reni is an entrepreneur, her business start-up, M 360 International, a Digital Marketing and events com-
pany is at its growth phase. She has worked in various roles as an in operations and project management for events 
and promotions in the past years. She enjoys playing various sports and loves travelling. She says that, one thing 
that she would do without thinking twice is travel!
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Michelle Mia Reni
MBA - University of  Wolverhampton 
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World-renowned with over 25 years of experience as the largest series of business school recruitment fairs, the QS 
MBA Tour helps prospective MBA students meet face-to-face with business school representatives. Whether 
you're wanting to take 12 months full-time MBA or wish to do part-time while working, the fair in Dubai helps you 
to make an informed decision about the best route for you. 

The fair, held on 21st Sept, was open to registered visitors and created the opportunity for prospective candidates 
to meet student counsellors from Westford University College & various other providers. Visitors were able to 
obtain information on school program content, costs, program duration, financial aid and post-qualification 
career options. Talking face-to-face with alumni and admissions o�cers, backed up by expert advice is invaluable 
in helping candidates decide where and when they want to study and how they can go about being accepted by the 
school.

Many of the students who attended the fair are successful mid-career to senior managers or specialists looking to 
switch careers, accelerate their current careers or follow more entrepreneurial careers. All these learning routes 
lead them to internationally recognized MBA o�ered by Westford University College.

Westford University College showcases 
their Global MBA program at QS World 
MBA Tour 2019 in the Middle East
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Khaleej Times organized first edition of its educa-
tion fair, KT UniExpo Dubai. The admissions team 
from Westford University College was privileged to 
represent the institution in the mega event. The 
Expo witnessed participation from 30 institutions 
across UAE. Heavy turnout of students and parents 
was witnessed  over 2 days on September 26 and 27, 
2019 at Crowne Plaza, Dubai. The need for enhanc-
ing one’s skills with accredited qualifications was 
well noticeable with high number of attendees at 
the fair.

KT UniExpo Dubai
In this digital era, with overwhelming information online, these 
fairs provide right exposure and unique opportunity to the 
students to make well informed decisions about their career.

Bygone are the days wherein fairs were mere lead generation event 
for the universities, now these events have become a vital platform 
to strengthen institution’s brand and reputation. The informative 
and courteous sta� from universities prove to be a great assistance 
to the students. WUC always prioritized its participation in such 
smart learning initiatives to significantly contribute towards 
providing global perspective to education in the UAE.  



Which activities in the classroom do you enjoy the most?
Activities in which all the students are divided into groups are 
the most fun activities, not only are they fun but also allows the 
students to interact with each other and get to know each 
other well.

How is Westford di�erent from other universities?
Westford faculty members have a really nice and friendly bond 
with their students which I don’t see in other universities, it 
really makes it easy for the students to ask for help & clear 
their doubts whenever they want to.

How would you describe the college atmosphere?
The college atmosphere is really nice, we get to interact with 
many people from di�erent countries., We have very friendly 
faculty members which makes it even nicer. Students at West-
ford are wonderful with a common goal, to live a life of service 
and leadership.

How has your learning experience been so far?
My learning experience so far has been amazing, the profes-
sors at Westford University College are always there to help 
whenever we need which keeps us motivated.

Why did you choose westford university college?
I chose Westford University College because the students 
seemed really kind, friendly and approachableable, the 
campus has a good vibe to it, it is a�ordable and   most impor-
tantly because of the amazing professors.

BABM student voice

Ms. Amna Khalid
Student - BABM  

Our friendship dates back to 2003 , we recently 
celebrated our sixteen years of friendship and 
wishing for many more years of togetherness. 
Looking back, we cherish our school days and the 
things we have done together. We were so fond of 
each other that we would not go to school if one of 
us was not well. Good times, bad times, heart-
breaks, happy days and sad days, we hung on to 
each other and our friendship grew stronger 
through thick and thin.

We planned to attend the same college after high 
school. But our parents had di�erent plans. It took 
us a while to convince our parents to send us to the 
same college as Jasim's parents wanted him to go 
back to his home country to pursue his bachelor's 
degree. Today, we are happy to be studying togeth-
er in the same class at Westford University College.

Sixteen years of friendship

Mr. Mohammad Jasim & Mr. Mohammad Yamin
HND - BABM 
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‘Technology” remains omnipresent and its 
ever- growing global significance across 
governments, academia, institutional frame-
works in simplifying transactions and every 
day interactions. It is now possible with the 
advent of smart phones, integration of virtual 
payment gateways, e-commerce and online 
platforms that co-exists with learning, media, 
entertainment and dedicated delivery 
platforms controlling our several decisions, 
choices and intended lifestyles. One must 
acknowledge how technology is slowly replac-
ing human beings as a trustworthy and valua-
ble intervention in just two decades of its 
primal existence.!!

Then again, knowledge and wisdom can be 
acquired with ease today through a variety of 
social media platforms by downloading 
user-friendly apps to learn social, vocational 
and educational skills, as gamifying learning 
experiences along with accessing massive open 
online courses has transformed the way educa-
tional institutions & universities interact glob-
ally with societies and next generation learn-
ers, albeit some risks do exist in the form of 
creepy degree mills!.

With education transforming rapidly to challenge ‘older’ and 
‘traditional’ norms, truly the way we learn today – and the 
discovery of new age technologies positioning Artificial intelli-
gence, Robotics, Data Analytics shall have a massive role to 
undo traditional styles, as the way ahead is surely to empower 
Professors/ Tutors and learners who would need to embrace 
blended methods to stay ahead in their game by becoming 
comfortable to navigate seamlessly using technology for self 
and assisted learning either through apps or any other forms of 
online or electronic media. 

The argument of Artificial Intelligence, teaching assistants 
replacing professors and tutors seems impossible and a 
far-fetched myth, as new technologies can only accelerate 
learning and teaching experiences. It is believed that machine 
learning algorithms shall o�er ‘enhanced time’ as professors 
and tutors will no longer need to focus on zero value-add tasks 
- like reading assignment instructions aloud, grading assign-
ments and awarding final grades, marking attendance etc, 
which all would be driven by technology in the years ahead.

So, as we evolve as societies professors can focus more to 
spend one-on-one quality interactions with students along 
with becoming part of thoughtful activities which only a 
human can do, such as forming arguments, develop critical 
writing skills, initiate more interesting, research based & 
compelling discussions.

Evolving trends
in Education
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Book Review -
The Kite Runner
by Khaled Hosseini 

Ms. Yashika Fernando
HND- BABM 

Ms. Janvi Dhanak
HND-BABM

The Kite Runner is a very beautiful and heart-touching novel written 
by the renowned author, Khaled Hosseini. The book captivates the 
reader through heart-breaking story of family, friendship, war, love 
and betrayal. The story commences by introducing the two boys – 
Amir and Hassan, who are very close friends, as close as brothers! 
Amir was the son of a wealthy man and belonged to the caste of Pash-
tun (higher caste) whereas; Hassan was the son of a poor man who 
belonged to Hazara (a lower caste). Hassan and his father, Ali were 
servants at Amir’s house.

One day the boys decided to go for the kite running competition, 
through which Amir had a chance of winning his father’s love. But the 
plot took a twist when the relation between Amir and Hassan was torn 
by Amir during the kite running competition. Book absorbs the read-
er’s attention by outlining the plethora of emotions. The book beauti-
fully describes as how a close relation eventually turns into estranged 
relationship. The novel further takes us through the journey of Afghan 
life and their struggles, delving us deeper into Amir’s and Hassan’s 
life, about Amir’s guilt and how he tries to straighten the wrong doings 
of past by going back to Afghanistan and thus, make sacrifices in an 
attempt to upright the tough phase. The best aspect of this book is 
about its attempt to show good overcoming evil in the end. 

The story is very powerful and fast paced 
yet written in a very simple language. I 
loved this book as it is very interesting 
right from the first chapter and till the end. 
The novel drives the readers to di�erent 
emotions of love, betrayal, sacrifices and 
guilt. I loved the a�ection and friendship it 
depicted between Amir and Hassan, a 
relation where one is ready to sacrifice 
anything for the other. Anyone, whether a 
reader or not, would love to read this 
highly recommended book, The Kite 
Runner.
Janvi Dhanak

Student speaks
It was an amazing and remarkable journey to pursue my education at Westford 
University College.  Being with such an amazing institution has made my profes-
sional ambitions stronger than ever. Graduating from University of  Wolverhamp-
ton has made me understand my aspirations in order to use them to improve my 
skills and knowledge to prepare for a better future and a successful career.  
Everything that I have learned had been with utmost pleasure which has been 
carved deeply in my mind. 

I wish to express my heartfelt gratitude for the guidance and continued support 
given by the faculty, companions and the entire Westford team to achieve this 
significant milestone in my life.
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My journey with Westford started in 2016 and it has been an ongoing adventure ever since. The first and foremost 
thing that I discovered was that Westford was unlike any other company I worked with. While brick and mortar 
trappings were central to most educational institutions I had worked with, Westford had a virtual presence and 
operated with fluidity across multiple regions and nations. Students were from multiple nations and so were the 
faculty and the teaching interactions happened virtually in most cases. This was in itself the most attractive com-
ponent as I felt that I was with one of the pioneers in Virtual education solutions which is definitely the path to the 
future. It is indeed a challenge as well as a great learning experience as this is an evolving area. Throughout my 
journey, my focus has been to understand how people learn and that led me to complete a Post Graduate Diploma 
in Instructions Design from Symbiosis International University. A part of the course was into Online learning and 
virtual learning. This was an area of deep interest for me and I discovered that Westford is one of the fast-evolving 
leaders in Online learning solutions. This was one of the reasons that I joined Westford. The online solutions 
provided here are cutting edge with the right blend of technology and the human touch for enabling learning. It 
has been my privilege to be a part of this new breed of organization. Since the organization is unique the people 
who work in it are special too. Each employee here is deeply committed, smart and adaptable. It is an honour to 
work with and learn from such as a dedicated group of faculty and support sta�. I am eager to see what lies ahead 
and how we as an organization will evolve as the trend towards online learning gathers steam.

Employee
Testimonial Mr. Alan Lukose
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